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Los Angeles City Charter 
ARTICLE IV — ELECTIONS 

 
SEC. 470(c)(12)  
 

(A) The following persons shall not make a 
campaign contribution to any elected City 
official, candidate for elected City office, or 
City committee controlled by an elected City 
official or candidate: 

 
 (i)  A person who bids on or submits a 

proposal or other response to a contract 
solicitation that has an anticipated value 
of at least $100,000 and requires 
approval by the City Council; 

 
 (ii)  Subcontractors that are expected to 

receive at least $100,000 as a result of 
performing a portion of the contract 
obligations of a person defined in 
subparagraph (i); and 

 
 (iii) Principals of persons defined in 

subparagraphs (i) and (ii). 
 
(B) The following persons shall not make a 

campaign contribution to the Mayor, the City 
Attorney, the Controller, a City Council 
member, a candidate for any of those 
elected City offices, or a City committee 
controlled by a person who holds or seeks 
any of those elected City offices: 

 
 (i) A person who bids on or submits a 

proposal or other response to a contract 
solicitation that has an anticipated value 
of at least $100,000 and requires 
approval by the elected City office that is 
held or sought by the person to whom 
the contribution would be given; 

 
 (ii) Subcontractors that are expected to 

receive at least $100,000 as a result of 
performing a portion of the contract 
obligations of a person defined in 
subparagraph (i); and 

 
 (iii) Principals of persons defined in 

subparagraphs (i) and (ii). 
 
(C) The following persons shall not engage in 

prohibited fundraising for any elected City 
official, candidate for elected City office, or 
City committee controlled by an elected City 

official or candidate as further provided by 
ordinance: 

 
 (i) A person who bids on or submits a 

proposal or other response to a contract 
solicitation that has an anticipated value 
of at least $100,000 and requires 
approval by the City Council; 

 
 (ii) Subcontractors that are expected to 

receive at least $100,000 as a result of 
performing a portion of the contract 
obligations of a person defined in 
subparagraph (i); and 

 
 (iii) Principals of persons defined in 

subparagraphs (i) and (ii). 
 
(D) The following persons shall not engage in 

prohibited fundraising for an elected City 
official, candidate for the elected City office, 
or City committee controlled by a person 
who holds or seeks the elected City office as 
further provided by ordinance: 

 
 (i) A person who bids on or submits a 

proposal or other response to a contract 
solicitation that has an anticipated value 
of at least $100,000 and requires 
approval by the elected City office that is 
held or sought by the person for whom 
the fundraising would be conducted; 

 
 (ii) Subcontractors that are expected to 

receive at least $100,000 as a result of 
performing a portion of the contract 
obligations of a person defined in 
subparagraph (i); and 

 
 (iii) Principals of persons defined in 

subparagraphs (i) and (ii). 
 
(E) The prohibitions in paragraphs (A) and (B) 

shall apply from the time the bid or proposal 
is submitted until the contract is signed, the 
bid or proposal is withdrawn by the bidder or 
proposer, or the City rejects all proposals for 
the contract, whichever is earlier.  The 
prohibitions shall continue for 12 months 
after the contract is signed for the successful 
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bidder or proposer, its principals, its 
subcontractors of at least $100,000, and the 
principals of those subcontractors. 

 
(F) For purposes of this subdivision, a principal 

of a person who is a bidder, proposer, or 
subcontractor means the person's board 
chair, president, chief executive officer, chief 
operating officer, or the functional equivalent 
of those positions; any individual who holds 
an ownership interest in the person of 20 
percent or more; and any individual 
authorized by the bid or proposal to 
represent the person before the City. 

 
(G) This subdivision shall not apply to: 
 
 (i) Contributions to or fundraising on behalf 

of elected officials or candidates for 
elected City office where that official's 
approval is required only by section 262, 
271(d), or 370 of the Charter other than 
contracts required to be approved by the 
City Council that have an anticipated 
value of at least $100,000 and 
proprietary department contracts that 
have an anticipated value of at least 
$100,000; 

 
 (ii) Contributions to or fundraising on behalf 

of members of the City Council where 
the City Council's approval authority is 
only through Charter section 245 except 
as further restricted by ordinance; 

 
 (iii) Any contract governed by Charter 

section 609(e); 
 
 (iv) A governmental entity; and 
 
 (v) A candidate for elected City office who 

is a bidder, proposer, subcontractor or 

subcontractor's principals with regard to 
using personal funds or engaging in 
fundraising on the candidate's own 
behalf for the candidate's election for 
City office. 

 
(H) Every contract solicitation regarding a 

contract subject to this provision shall 
include notice of the prohibitions of this 
subdivision.  At the time of submitting a bid 
or proposal for a contract subject to this 
section, the bidder or proposer must 
complete a form identifying the names of its 
principals, subcontractors of at least 
$100,000, the principals of those 
subcontractors, and certify that the bidder or 
proposer will comply with and notify its 
principals and subcontractors of the 
prohibitions in this subdivision; and provide 
any other information determined necessary. 

 
(I) In addition to any other penalties that may 

apply, any person found to have violated this 
section is subject to contract debarment as 
further provided by ordinance.  If the 
determination is made to impose debarment, 
the minimum terms of debarment shall be 
one year for the first violation, two years for 
the second violation, three years for the third 
violation, and four years for the fourth 
violation. 

 
(J) The City Council may adopt ordinances as 

necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
provision.  Nothing contained in this 
subdivision (c)(12) shall be construed or 
applied to limit the authority of the City 
Council by ordinance to adopt additional 
regulations, including sanctions, for the 
conduct or activities that is the subject 
matter addressed herein. 

 


