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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FINDS PROBABLE CAUSE  
AGAINST REFUGIO RODRIGUEZ AND ELIZABETH MELENDREZ 

 
Executive Director Heather Holt has determined that probable cause exists to believe that 

Refugio Rodriguez (Rodriguez) violated campaign finance laws by engaging in political money 
laundering and that Elizabeth Melendrez (Melendrez) violated campaign finance laws by aiding and 
abetting Rodriguez in that political money laundering.      

 
The attached accusation was served on the parties on September 6, 2017.  It details the laws 

that were allegedly violated and sets forth the acts with which Rodriguez and Melendrez are 
charged.  Each is charged with 25 acts of laundering funds into Rodriguez’s primary campaign 
committee during his 2015 campaign for the District 5 seat on the Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board of Education.   

 
The Ethics Commission staff initiated an investigation after receiving a whistleblower 

complaint.  During the investigation, staff reviewed Rodriguez’s campaign contributions and 
committee records, contacted alleged contributors, interviewed campaign staff and volunteers, and 
analyzed financial documents.  Director of Enforcement Sergio Perez then determined that an 
enforcement action should be initiated and that a referral to the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s office was appropriate.  

 
A public announcement of the attached accusation is required by law.  Rodriguez and 

Melendrez are presumed innocent of any violation, unless they stipulate to entry of an order or a 
violation is proved through an administrative hearing process.  Following an administrative hearing, 
the members of the Ethics Commission must determine whether the alleged violations occurred and, 
if so, what penalty should apply.  The maximum penalty that the Ethics Commission may levy in 
this matter is $5,000 per violation. 

 
A final determination regarding whether a violation occurred may only be made by the 

members of the Ethics Commission.  The Ethics Commission and its staff may not comment on a 
pending enforcement matter.  
 

_______________________ 
 

The Ethics Commission was created by Los Angeles voters in 1990 to impartially administer and 
enforce the City’s governmental ethics, campaign financing, and lobbying laws. 
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