
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For information about the City Ethics  
Commission, its programs, and/or the laws 
discussed here, please contact our office. 

 
Address: 

Los Angeles City Ethics Commission 
200 N. Spring St. — CITY HALL 

24th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
General Office: 

(213) 978-1960  Phone 
(213) 978-1989  Fax 

 
24 Hour Whistleblower Hotline: 

1-800-824-4825   
 

TTY: 
(213) 978-2609 

 
Website: 

http://ethics.lacity.org 
 
 

CITY ETHICS COMMISSION 

los angeles 

 
Reporting Other Violations 
Not all activities that seem “unethical” 
constitute an actual violation of the laws 
under the CEC’s jurisdiction, but may be a 
violation of a City department’s internal 
policy. To find out, you may contact the 
CEC and we’ll be more than glad to refer 
you to the appropriate agency. 
 
 
 

 
The CEC has authority to  

investigate potential violations  
of campaign finance provisions,  

the municipal lobbying ordinance,  
and governmental ethics laws.   

 
To review these laws and other CEC 

publications in detail,  
please visit our website at: 

  
http://ethics.lacity.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CITY ETHICS COMMISSION 

los angeles 

...preserving the public trust. 

   1-800-824-4825 

CITY ETHICS COMMISSION 

los angeles 

...preserving the public trust. 

 

histleblower 
 otline 



citizenry... 

 
What is the CEC Whistleblower Hotline? 
The Los Angeles City Ethics Commission (CEC) 
Whistleblower Hotline is a 24-hour, toll-free 
number that City officials, employees and 
private citizens can call to report potential 
violations of the following City laws and 
regulations about: 
 
• Campaign Finance  
 
• Municipal Lobbying  
 
• Governmental Ethics  
 
The hotline was created by City voters so 
that allegations of potential wrongdoing of 
these laws can be independently investigated 
by the CEC.  City Charter § 702 (g) grants the 
CEC authority to assess fines of up to $5,000 
per violation, or three times the amount 
improperly given, received or reported, de-
pending on the nature of the violation. 
 
 
Applicability 
The laws described above can apply to City of 
Los Angeles elected officials, City employees, 
candidates for City office and for the Los 
Angeles Unified School District board mem-
bers and candidates, campaign contributors, 
lobbyists and others.  
 
 
Reporting a Violation 
A whistleblower complaint may be filed with 
the CEC either through our 24-hour Whistle-
blower Hotline, by calling the CEC directly, 
by mail, by fax, or interactively via our 
website.  All contact information for filing a 
complaint is conveniently located on the back 
of this brochure.   
 
  

 
 
Necessary Information  
Individuals filing a complaint should be  
prepared to provide as much information  
as possible, including: 
 
• A description of the incident; 
 
  
• The date(s) and time(s) of the incident; 
 
 
• The name and position title of the person 

and/or City department involved;  
 
 
• The names and addresses of potential  
    witnesses;  
 
 
• The law(s) you suspect have been violated; 
    and 
 
 
• Any other information that you believe  
    is relevant to support the allegation. 
 

equipping an informed 
  committed to supporting and  “ 

“ 

 
Anonymity and Confidentiality 
Whistleblower complaints may be filed 
anonymously.  Whether individuals filing a 
complaint identify themselves or not, we en-
courage those individuals to provide sufficient 
contact information, such as a telephone 
number, in case additional information is 
needed.  The CEC works to ensure that all the 
information you provide is treated confiden-
tially, within the limits of the law.  It is a 
violation of the City Charter for any CEC 
employee to reveal the identity of an individual 
who files a whistleblower complaint unless it is 
necessary to conduct an investigation or in the 
course of enforcement proceedings.  The CEC 
will neither confirm nor deny the receipt 
or existence of any particular complaint or 
investigation. 
   
 
After Reporting a Violation 
After receiving a violation that falls within its 
jurisdiction, the CEC will investigate the 
matter if a reasonable amount of information 
has been provided.  Individuals who file a 
complaint and request to be notified of the 
complaint outcome will be contacted by the 
CEC after the matter has been closed.   
 
 
Retaliation 
City law makes it a violation to retaliate 
against any person who reports a potential vio-
lation to the CEC or any other appropriate 
agency. 
  
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /All
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 2400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 2400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /JPXEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG2000
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


