City Ethics Commission
Gift Acceptance Guide for City Officials

This guide is a general overview of City and state laws that govern whether or not City officials may accept gifts from certain sources. There may be other restrictions or
exceptions that apply to your situation such as, gifts related to travel or 501(c)(3) fundraisers. Please contact the City Ethics Commission (CEC) at (213) 978-1960 or the Office
of the City Attorney at (213) 978-7100 for additional guidance and advice.

> your disclosure

If YES, the donor may
give you a gift of any
value, provided the
donor is not acting as an
intermediary for a person
who is not a specified
family member.

Is it reportable?
No.
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If YES, the donor

may not do
either of the
following:

Give you a gift of
any value.**

Act as an
intermediary in
the making of
another person’s
gift to you.
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Is the donor a specified If NO, is the If NO, is the donor a restricted source to
family member of yours? donor a you?
spouse brother Irggs;?srtegr A restricted source' is a person or entity that:
child brother-in-law lobbying firm that a. Does or seeks to do business with your
grandchild aunt lobbies your agency;
parent uncle % b. Has a matter involving a license, permit,
niece parent-in-law agency: or other entittement for use currently
sister grandparent .y, ) before your agency (or had one pending
nephew first cousin during the past nine months);
sister-in-law c. Has attempted to influence you during the
past year in legislative or administrative
Spouse of any of those action that would have a direct financial
listed above effect on the person or the person’s
employer;
Partner in a bona fide d. Contracts with or employs a registered
dating relationship lobbyist or lobbying firm that lobbies your
agency.
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If YES, you may accept a gift or
combination of gifts from that
source up to $100 during the

calendar year.**

Is it reportable?

Yes, if the donor is described as a
source of income in your disclosure
category (Schedule B) of your
agency’s Conflict of Interest Code.tf
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If NO, is the donor
areportable
source?

A reportable source is
an individual or entity
described as a
source of income in

category (Schedule
B) of your agency’s
Conflict of Interest
Code.
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If YES, you may
accept a gift or a
combination of gifts
from that source up
to $420 during the
calendar year.**

Is it reportable?

Yes.tt
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If NO, you may
accept the gift.

Special rules may
apply in certain
situations, so
remember to ask
the CEC or Office
of the City Attorney
for advice.

Is it reportable?

No.

* “High-level officials” are restricted from accepting gifts from a lobbyist or lobbying firm that lobbies any City agency. Please contact the CEC for more information.

** A gift from an individual for a non-recurring ceremonial occasion (e.g., a wedding) that is $100 or less does not count toward the above prohibition on
gifts from registered lobbyists and lobbying firms, nor toward the $100 limit on gifts from restricted sources. A birthday is not a non-recurring ceremonial occasion. Unless a
state exception applies, these gifts, if from a source listed in your disclosure category, must be reported on your Statement of Economic Interests and count toward the

state’s $420 calendar-year limit.
T This definition is broader when the recipient is a “High-level official.” Please contact the CEC for more information.

t A gift, or combination of gifts, is reportable on your Statement of Economic Interests if the total value of all the gifts you receive from a single source during the calendar

year is at least $50.

August 2009



