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Proposed Stipulation 
 

In the Matter of Daniel Ahadian and nūr Corporation (Case No. 2020-01)  

 

 

A. Introduction 
 

This case involves allegations that Daniel Ahadian (Ahadian) and nūr Corporation (nūr) 

failed to register and report lobbying activities.  Ahadian and nūr, who chose not to be 

represented by counsel in this matter, have agreed to a proposed stipulation admitting the 

violations, and we recommend that the stipulation be approved.  A copy of the stipulation, which 

provides additional details and represents the agreements between the parties, is provided in 

Attachment A. 

 

B. Law 
 

The Municipal Lobbying Ordinance (MLO) requires persons who qualify as lobbying 

entities to register with the Ethics Commission and to report their lobbying activities.  Los 

Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) §§ 48.01 et seq. 

 

A lobbyist is an individual who is compensated to spend 30 or more hours in a 

consecutive three-month period engaged in lobbying activities that include at least one direct 

communication with a City official or employee for the purpose of attempting to influence 

municipal legislation on behalf of another person.  LAMC § 48.02.  A lobbying firm is an entity 

that has a partner, owner, shareholder, officer, or employee who qualifies as a lobbyist and that 

receives or becomes entitled to receive at least $1,000 in compensation during a consecutive 

three-month period for engaging in lobbying activities in an attempt to influence municipal 

legislation on behalf of another person.  LAMC § 48.02.   

 

Lobbyists and lobbying firms must register with the Ethics Commission within 10 days 

after the end of the calendar month in which they qualify as a lobbying entity.  LAMC § 48.07.  

In addition to registering, lobbying entities must also file quarterly disclosure reports for every 

calendar quarter during which they retain that status.  LAMC § 48.08(A)(1).   

 

An individual who qualifies as both a lobbyist and a lobbying firm is required to file just 

one report, as a lobbying firm, for each quarter. Id.  Quarterly reports by lobbying firms must 

identify, among other things, information about each client, a description of each City matter that 

the firm or its lobbyists attempted to influence, the total amount of payments received from each 

client, and total expenses incurred by the firm in connection with their attempts to influence City 

matters.  LAMC §§ 48.08(C)(3),(7).   

 

 The requirement that lobbying entities disclose their lobbying activities is borne out of 

the public’s interest in identifying “interests which attempt to influence decisions of City 

government, as well as the means employed by those interests.”  LAMC § 48.01(B)(2).  This 
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transparency helps to ensure both the integrity of and the public’s confidence in City 

government.  Failure to report such activities circumvents these important goals. 

 

C. Facts 
 

Ahadian is a former City planning assistant who worked for the Planning Department for 

approximately seven years before leaving City service in March 2014.  He started nūr shortly 

thereafter and is its sole owner.   

 

After receiving a complaint alleging that Ahadian had engaged in undisclosed lobbying 

activities, enforcement staff initiated an investigation.  At the time of the complaint, neither 

Ahadian nor nūr were registered with the Ethics Commission.  During the course of this 

investigation, Ahadian admitted that he was engaged in lobbying activities necessitating 

registration and reporting.   

 

In the first quarter of 2018 and the first quarter of 2019, nūr received well over $1,000 in 

compensation to represent the interests of its clients regarding City planning and land use 

matters.  Also during those quarters, Ahadian engaged in at least 30 hours of lobbying activities, 

including direct communications with City officials, on behalf of nūr clients.  As a result, 

Ahadian qualified as a lobbyist, and nūr qualified as a lobbying firm.   

 

Ahadian was required to register himself and nūr in the first quarters of 2018 and 2019 

and to file quarterly reports on behalf of nūr for every quarter in those years.  Ahadian and nūr 

failed to register and report their activities as lobbying entities during the time period at issue, 

but they have since registered and filed the required quarterly reports. 

 

D. Penalty 
 

The maximum administrative penalty for a violation of the MLO is the greater of $5,000 

or three times the amount that was improperly reported, spent, or received.  Los Angeles City 

Charter § 706(c)(3).  In this case, Ahadian and nūr face a maximum penalty of up to $60,000 

($5,000 x 12 counts).  We recommend resolving this case by approving the proposed stipulation 

and imposing a penalty of $45,000.     

 

We believe the recommended penalty is appropriate, given the relevant circumstances of 

the case.  See Los Angeles Administrative Code (LAAC) § 24.27(h)(2).  In mitigation, Ahadian 

and nūr cooperated with the investigation, saved Ethics Commission resources by entering into 

this stipulated settlement prior to the preparation of a probable cause report, and have registered 

and filed all required disclosure reports.  See LAAC §§ 24.27(h)(2)(E)–(F). 

 

In aggravation, staff notes that the violations in this case are serious, Ahadian did not 

consult the Ethics Commission about how to comply with the law, the violations indicate 

deliberate action, and Ahadian has prior enforcement history with the Ethics Commission.  See 

LAAC §§ 24.27(h)(2)(A)–(D).  In 2015, Ahadian entered into a stipulated settlement for two 

violations of the City’s revolving door laws (Case No. 2015-03).  For the first violation, he 

admitted to receiving compensation for attempting to influence City action on a matter in which 
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he had personally and substantially participated during his City service.  For the second 

violation, he admitted to receiving compensation for attempting to influence City action on a 

matter pending with the Planning Department less than three months after he left City service.   

 

The staff supports the recommended penalty, which is designed to promote the equitable 

treatment of similar respondents, encourage the early resolution of cases, and reflect the serious 

nature of the violations.   

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment: 

A Proposed stipulation in Case No. 2020-01 (Daniel Ahadian and nūr Corporation) 
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